Just Right Books and Baggy Books

Many of you have read the fairy tale “Goldilocks and the Three Bears”.  Remember when Goldilocks is in the Bears’ home trying to find the “just right” porridge, chair and bed?  This year, your first grader will learn to select “just right” books on their own.  This process is called “self-selected reading”.  
Self-selected reading has proven to be an effective practice to build life-long readers.  It allows readers to build fluency in reading.  It also helps build their confidence by allowing students to work with text most appropriate to their reading level.  Self-selected reading allows students to read books they are interested in and gives them an introduction to all types of literature.  When students choose their own text to read, it fosters independence, responsibility and intrinsic motivation in a natural manner.    

So, how will this all work?  On Friday mornings as your child is getting ready to begin their day, they will pick 3-4 books to read for the following week. The books are organized by genre, level and/or topic.  (All books are labeled with a 1, 2, or 3 on the front cover for easy organizing and finding). While they are reading at home, please be their guide.  At first, the book may be too easy or too difficult.  It will take time for them to learn which books are “just right”.  If the text is too easy, please modify with other texts.  If the book is too difficult, please be there to help read it for them.  If the book is “just right”, pour on extra praise and celebrate with them!  Books will be kept in baggies with a reading log to fill out.  Most of these books are my own personal books, so please help your child take care of the books they bring home. Baggy Books and reading log are due every Friday.  
Are you wondering about guided reading and leveled texts?  Your child will also be in an appropriately leveled guided reading group.  I will be choosing these texts for this block of instruction based upon your child’s level.  
Please sign and return the bottom portion of this letter.  Your child will be bringing home their first “just right books” very soon!
Thank you!

Mrs. Sautro
_________________________________________________________________________________________

I give permission for my child, __________________________ to bring home “just right books” from school.

________________________________________




Parent Signature

